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The Connections Between…  

Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault 

 
        Sexual assault or rape is often committed against a victim by a current or former intimate 
partner. The needs of a survivor who has experienced both domestic violence and sexual assault 
by a current or former intimate partner must be specifically addressed.  
   

	  

	  

 
§ Nearly 1 in 10 women have been raped 

by an intimate partner, while in 1 in 6 
women have experienced sexual 
violence other than rape by an intimate 
partner.1  

§ More than 11 million women in the U.S. 
have been raped by an intimate partner 
or former intimate partner.1  

 

	  

National and 
international 
organizations 
identify public 
health strategies 
as essential to 
preventing sexual 
violence and 
intimate partner 
violence.4  

 

	  

The needs of 
survivors of 
domestic violence 
and sexual assault 
are both similar  
 

	   	  

A root problem of 
sexual assault and 
domestic violence 
lies in gender 
norms.3 
 

Sexual assault 
and domestic 
violence have 
common risk 
factors for 
victimization and 
perpetration.2 
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Given the widespread nature of 
sexual assault, we must:  
 

• provide support to survivors 
• hold perpetrators accountable 
• implement prevention programs to 

prevent sexual violence  
 
For those who have experienced both 
domestic violence and sexual assault by 
a former or current intimate partner, we 
must ensure that these survivors receive 
both domestic violence services and 
services that are specific to their sexual 
victimization. 
 
A shared vision for advocates of sexual 
assault and domestic violence survivors 
is a world free from violence. Sexual 
assault and domestic violence can be 
ended by working together.   
 
 

	  

1215 K. Street, Suite 1850 
Esquire Plaza 

Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
	  

916-446-2520 phone 
916-254-5790 fax 

916-905-2272 text message 
 

www.calcasa.org 
 

	  

Sexual Assault:  
• The California Coalition Against Sexual 

Assault 
• The National Sexual Violence 

Resource Center (NSVRC) 
• The CDC Injury Center: Sexual 

Violence Prevention 
 
Domestic Violence: 

• The CDC Injury Center: Intimate 
Partner Violence  

• The National Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence  

• The National Network to End Domestic 
Violence 

The National Intimate Partner and Sexual 
Violence Survey  (NISVS), 2010 by The Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. 
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Learn More About Sexual Assault and 
Domestic Violence  
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