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Human Trafficking: An Emergent 
Issue 

 Human trafficking is both a local and global problem. Individuals are trafficked within countries or 
states (referred to as domestic trafficking), across international boarders and seas. They end up 
in egregious exploitation for sex and/or labor. Trafficked people experience the inherent violence 
in the crime of human trafficking, where sexual assaults, physical abuse, and psychological 
coercion instill fear of the trafficker, attempting to escape, and/or seeking help from the 
community.  

	  

SURE	  IT’S	  FAIR	  USE	  OR	  

“14,500 to 17,500 people 
are annually trafficked 
into the US. 600,000 to 
800,000 are trafficked 
internationally” 

	  
California – a 
populous border 
state with a large 
immigrant 
population and the 
world’s ninth 
largest economy – 
is one of the 
nation’s top four 
destination states 
for trafficking 
human beings. 

	  
Technology and 
social media have 
transformed 
human trafficking, 
reshaping the way 
traffickers control 
victims, exchange 
and launder 
money, and 
connect with 
organized crime 
syndicates.  
 

	   	  
Human trafficking 
is an estimated 
$32 billion-a-year 
global industry. 
After drug 
trafficking, it is tied 
with illegal arms 
trafficking for 
second place as 
the world’s most 
profitable criminal 
enterprise.  
 

The perpetrators of 
human trafficking 
are opportunistic 
exploiters including 
business owners, 
family members, 
friends, 
government 
officials, pimps, 
and others who 
exercise power to 
exploit victims.  
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Indicators of human trafficking are illustrated by 
individuals in the following circumstances: 

- A person with unexpected physical injury 
or abuse 

- A person whose movement and activities 
appear to be closely controlled or 
monitored by another 

- A person who works excessive hours but 
receives little or no compensation 

- A person who is fearful of discussing 
work conditions or is unaware that 
certain unsafe conditions are unlawful 

- A person who has little or no idea where 
they are geographically located and are 
transported to and from their worksite 

- An able-bodied person who never leaves 
the home unless escorted by the 
homeowner 

- A person who is fearful of discussing 
their relationship to a person who 
appears to have physical control over 
them 

- A prostituted minor or a minor used in 
commercial sexual activities  

- Runaway or homeless youth exploited 
through “survival sex” 

- An adult engaging in prostitution or other 
commercial sexual activities 

- Groups of workers transported in and out 
of labor locations covertly and under 
controlled conditions 

- A foreign national adult or minor who is 
not in possession of identifying 
documents he or she claims to own and 
declares that someone else holds the 
identifying documents 
 

Source: Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force 
Strategy and Operations e-Guide 
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Polaris Project for a world without 
slavery 
http://www.polarisproject.org/what-we-
do/national-human-trafficking-hotline/the-
nhtrc/overview 
 
Slavery No More 
http://www.slaverynomore.org/get-
informed/downloadable-resources/ 
 
California Attorney General’s Office • 
Crime and Violence Prevention Center 
http://ag.ca.gov/publications/Human_Traffick
ing_Final_Report.pdf 
 
Free the slaves & Human rights center, 
University of California, Berkeley 
http://www.law.berkeley.edu/files/hiddenslav
es_report.pdf 
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