Web-based Resources for Information About Federal, State  and Local Elected Officials; Federal Agencies; Legislation; and Legislative Processes

(Updated April, 2007)

Federal 

http://thomas.loc.gov/
“Thomas” as it is widely known, is a website of the Library of Congress and is known to be the most comprehensive and up-to-the minute web-based guide to Congress, Congressional records, committee information, daily digests of all Congressional activities, texts of bills, historical documents, and an outstanding resource to links for all Congressional and federal offices including the official House and Senate directories.  The “How Congress Makes Laws” section is a great way to learn exactly how the process of federal legislation works.

http://www.congress.org/congressorg/home/
This website finds elected officials according to zip code and also offers examples of letters and how to write them to elected officials. This website teaches you about the processes of Congress and the bills that are being considered, offers information on federal agencies, and assists you in identifying and contacting your state and local legislators. Also included on this website is comprehensive information about the federal Supreme Court. Sponsored by the for-profit company Capitol Advantage, you can order hard copies of any number of different kinds of guides to Congress, etc. for your office.

http://www.congressmerge.com/onlinedb/index.htm
This website can be used to search for members of Congress and also includes a guide to communicating with federal legislators. 

http://www.llsdc.org/sourcebook/gpolinks.htm
This website of the Law Librarians’ Society of Washington D.C. provides links to all House and Senate Committee hearings, news, publications, schedules, testimonies, and transcripts. 

http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm
How to contact Senators. Also includes their bios, links to their websites, statistical information about their voting records, phone contact numbers, and an organizational chart of Senate committees and who chairs and serves on them.

http://www.house.gov/house/MemberWWW.shtml
How to contact members of the House of Representatives. Includes links to their websites, to House organizations and committees, and to a host of other resources about the federal government. 

State and Local 

http://www.statelocalgov.net/index.cfm
This website of State and Local Government on the Net serves as the central directory to all state and local government resources and provides links to the websites of thousands of state agencies and city and county governments.
http://www.llsdc.org/sourcebook/state-leg.htm
This website of the Law Librarians’ Society of Washington D.C. provides links to the websites of all state legislatures, laws and regulations and has phone numbers and contact information for every state as well.

http://www.ncsl.org/public/sitesleg.htm
The website of the National Conference of State Legislatures provides links to the websites of state legislatures, as well as information about the issues state legislatures are considering. Includes a state legislative session calendar for each state.

http://www.csg.org/default.aspx
The website of the Council of State Governments.
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