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HOW WIDESPREAD IS VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN?
The most common form of violence experienced by women 

average, at least one in three women is beaten, coerced into sex 

or otherwise abused by an intimate partner in the course of her 

Women aged 15 44 are more at risk from rape and domestic 

violence than from cancer, motor accidents, war and malaria, 

Several global surveys suggest that half of all women who die 

from homicide are killed by their current or former husbands 

Between 250,000 and 500,000 women were raped during the 

1994 genocide in Rwanda; between 20,000 and 50,000 women 

WHY AND HOW DOES VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN OCCUR?

region or country, or to particular groups of women within a 

unequal power relations between men and women, and 

Dowry murder is a brutal practice where a woman is killed by 

or similar payments are prevalent worldwide, dowry murder 

The practice of early marriage is common worldwide, especially 

young girls are often forced into the marriage and into sexual 

Between 500,000 to 2 million people, the majority of them 

including prostitution, forced labour, slavery or servitude, 

in premarital sex, and women accused of adultery have been 

Young women are particularly vulnerable to coerced sex and are 

Violence against women in police custody is common and 

includes sexual violence, inappropriate surveillance, strip 

searches conducted by men and demands for sexual acts in 

Female infanticide, prenatal sex selection and systematic 

COSTS AND CONSEQUENCES

include the direct costs of services to treat and support abused 

The indirect costs include lost employment and productivity, 

The cost of intimate partner violence in the United States 

direct medical and health care services, while productivity 

Violence against women and girls continues unabated in every continent, 
country and culture. It takes a devastating toll on women’s lives, on their 

families and on society as a whole. Most societies prohibit such violence – 
yet the reality is that too often, it is covered up or tacitly condoned. 



for the cost of counseling and training, totaling more than 

estimated the total direct and indirect costs of domestic 

an injury resulting from severe tearing of the vaginal tissues, 

sex results in a higher risk of abrasion and bleeding and easier 

HOW ARE COUNTRIES DOING ON LEGISLATION?

some form of legislative prohibition on domestic violence, and 

a growing number of countries had instituted national plans 

prosecuted in at least 104 States, and 90 States have some form 

of legislative provision against sexual harassment

mechanisms to prevent, prosecute and remedy violence against 

women in times of war, and to ensure that their voices are 

WHAT IS BEING DONE: SOME EXAMPLES
Improving Criminal Justice Systems

2004, was the result of collaboration between two prominent 

during trial, such as allowing evidence to be given by video link 

or restricting access to courtrooms during rape trials, are being 

Providing Services

victims of violence in one interagency unit, often called a 

Preventing Violence
There are promising strategies to engage men in the prevention 

States have become increasingly involved in trying to change 

THE WAY FORWARD

However, States are failing to meet the requirements of the 

There is need for investment of resources and for consistent 

assistance, especially to the least developed countries and 

strategic approach is needed from all actors, including 

There is compelling evidence that violence against women 

urgent need to strengthen data collection in order to inform 

physically abused by their partners had never contacted the 


