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REPORT ON LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANSGENDER AND QUEER (LGBTQ)
DOMESTIC/INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE IN THE UNITED STATES RELEASED TODAY
LGBTQ domestic and intimate partner violence reports rise by 15% since 2008; Murder rate up
50% since 2007; Economic crisis and anti-LGBTQ discrimination present barriers for survivors
NATIONAL— The National Coalition of Anti-Violence Programs (NCAVP) today released the Report on
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer Domestic/Intimate Partner Violence in the United States
in 2009. The Report found that LGBTQ domestic/intimate partner violence reports rose 15% since
2008 and is a pervasive social problem at a time when LGBTQ-specific programs were losing staff or
closing altogether due to the economic crisis. In 2009, NCAVP documented 6 murders related to
LGBTQ domestic/intimate partner violence, representing a 50% rise since 2007.
“NCAVP member programs face sharp increases in calls from LGBTQ survivors while sustaining 50% or
more in cuts to staffing and programs closures because of the financial crisis,” said Lisa Gilmore of the
Center on Halsted Anti-Violence Project, “We know that LGBTQ survivors need specific and culturally
competent services to stay safe and our primary recommendation in this Report is that funding for
LGBTQ-specific anti-violence programs is needed now more than ever.”
LGBTQ survivors reported that from 2008 to 2009, there was a 99% increase in calls for police
assistance, with a 135% increase in arrests being made; however during this same time, reports of
misarrest were up 144% and reports of police misconduct rose 74%. “NCAVP knows that the police are
10 to 15 times as likely to make a dual arrest in cases of same-sex domestic/intimate partner violence
than in heterosexual ones,” said Kelly Clark at the Gay Alliance of the Genesee Valley’s Community
Safety Program, “This Report demonstrates the critical need for LGBTQ-specific cultural competence for
first responders, such as law enforcement, to prevent re-traumatizing the survivor of violence.”
NCAVP also found significant barriers related to anti-LGBTQ bias and discrimination to service provision
and shelter options for LGBTQ survivors. In this Report, NCAVP calls on local, state and federal
governments and private funders to increase funding for community-based LGBTQ-focused
domestic/intimate partner violence direct services and prevention. “Policy makers, community
organizations and the general public must work to eradicate the anti-LGBTQ bias and discrimination in
our laws, culture and society that are barriers to LGBTQ survivors seeking access to vital services and
supports,” Terra Slavin of the LA Gay & Lesbian Center’s Domestic Violence Legal Advocacy Project.
“Legislators must take immediate action to overturn discriminatory legislation, to implement laws that
prohibit these practices and to support the civil rights of LGBTQ communities including survivors of
domestic/intimate partner violence.”
The findings and recommendations made in this Report, and the compelling real-life survivor stories that
are highlighted in the accompanying Survival, Support and Resilience: Stories of LGBTQ Survivors and
Victims of Domestic/Intimate Partner Violence, highlight the distinct experiences and challenges

encountered by LGBTQ survivors of domestic/intimate partner violence. Policymakers and the public have
the responsibility to support NCAVP member organizations in our work to foster survivor selfdetermination and safety, to eradicate LGBTQ domestic/intimate partner violence, and to end institutional
discrimination against LGBTQ communities.
A complete version of the report and the accompanying survivor stories, as well as a pre-recorded audio
release from NCAVP members, can be found at: http://www.avp.org/ncavp.htm.
*Contributing Members and Regional Media Contacts
Pacific Coast
WASHINGTON
The Northwest Network of Bi, Trans, Lesbian and Gay
Survivors of Abuse (Seattle)
Contact: Kristin Tucker, (206) 517-9670
kristin@nwnetwork.org
CALIFORNIA
Community United Against Violence (San Francisco)
Contact: Maria Carolina Morales, (415) 777-5500
carolina@cuav.org
L.A. Gay & Lesbian Center (Los Angeles)
Domestic Violence Legal Advocacy Project
Contact: Terra Slavin, (323) 993-7651
tslavin@lagaycenter.org
STOP Domestic Violence Program
Contact: Susan Holt, (323) 993-7645
sholt@lagaycenter.org
Midwest
WISCONSIN
Milwaukee LGBT Community Center (Milwaukee)
Anti-Violence Project
Contact: MaryAnn Gorski, (414) 271-2656

Southwest
ARIZONA
Wingspan Anti-Violence Programs (Tucson)
Contact: Oscar Jimenez, (520) 624-1779 x124
ojimenez@wingspan.org
COLORADO
Colorado Anti-Violence Program (Denver)
Contact: Crystal Middlestadt, (303) 839-5204
crystal@coavp.org
TEXAS
Montrose Counseling Center (Houston)
Contact: Ann J. Robison, PhD, (713) 529-0037 x305
ajr@montrosecounselingcenter.org

Northeast
MASSACHUSETTS
Fenway Community Health Center (Boston)
Violence Recovery Program
Contact: Kelcie Cook, (617) 927-6266
kcooke@fenwayhealth.org

OHIO
Buckeye Region Anti-Violence Organization (Columbus)
Contact: Gary Heath, (614) 294-7867
gary@bravo-ohio.org

The Network/La Red (Boston)
Contact: Beth Leventhal, (617) 695-0877
director@tnlr.org

MISSOURI
Kansas City Anti-Violence Project (Kansas City)
Contact: Lindsey Moore, (816) 561-0550
lindsey@kcavp.org

NEW YORK
New York City Anti-Violence Project (New York City)
Contact: Sharon Stapel, (212) 714-1184
sstapel@avp.org

ILLINOIS
Center on Halsted (Chicago)
Anti-Violence Project
Contact: Lisa Gilmore, (773) 661-0734
lgilmore@centeronhalsted.org

Gay Alliance of the Genesee Valley (Rochester)
Anti-Violence Program
Contact: Kelly Clark, (585) 244-8640 x19
kellyc@gayalliance.org
VERMONT
R U 1 2? Community Center (Winooski)
SafeSpace Program
Contact: Ann Atkins, (802) 863-0003
ann@ru12.org

This report is a product of the National Coalition of Anti-Violence Programs (NCAVP), a coalition of 41 anti-violence
organizations in 23 states that monitor, respond to, and work to end hate, domestic/intimate partner violence,
sexual violence, HIV-related violence, and other forms of violence affecting LGBTQ communities. Fifteen NCAVP
member organizations from the Pacific Coast, the Southwest, the Midwest and the Northeast collected data for this
report. NCAVP is a program of the New York City Anti-Violence Project.

